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FROM THE VICAR 
 

Bear One Another’s Burdens  
Last month I wrote about Jesus’ command in John’s 
Gospel that we love one another, He said: “A new  
command I give you: Love one another. As I have  
loved you, so you must love one another” (John 13:34 

NIV). This month I want to expand on that with a  
Lenten theme by reflecting on this verse: Carry each 

other’s burdens, and in this way, you will fulfil the law of Christ 
(Galatians 6:2 NIV).  
 

We are called to love each other; to love as Christ loved, by carrying each 
other's burdens. We are called as a church to lift each other up by  
supporting and encouraging each other. So let’s explore some practical  
advice about how we can do this from Jesus and Paul. 
 

In everything I did, I showed you that  
by this kind of hard work we must help the weak,  

remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said:  
‘It is more blessed to give than to receive’. (Acts 20:35 NIV) 

 

It is a very great encouragement, when as a community, we can be generous 
in helping each other with practical needs. We are able to give each other 
lifts, or help around the house and garden. We can share tools, skills or give 
advice. In this way, we can share our blessings, gifts and talents. 
 

It has always been the concern of the church to “be generous to the 
poor” (Luke 11:41 NIV), with financial support by means of charitable  
giving but also by full inclusion in our community. The poor are ostracised  
in many societies, but all are welcome as family around the Lord’s table.  
The church has always intended to join in with 
the mission of our God who says: “I will bless her 
with abundant provisions; her poor I will satisfy 
with food.” (Psalm 132:15 NIV) An example of this 
is sponsoring children through Compassion 
International; we are able to bring support and 
encouragement to many children who would 
otherwise have little hope. 
 

Part of the mission of the church is simply to be 
a community together: to share in the highs and lows of life, to “Rejoice 
with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn” (Romans 12:15 NIV), it is 
to be the concerned friend or the visitor at the door, the one who comes to the 
funeral, to lend a listening ear, to bring a pie when someone is unwell or to 
celebrate each other’s birthdays or successes. 
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We can carry each other by being forgiving. “We who are strong ought to 
bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves” (Romans 15:1 

NIV). Realising, as the saying goes, “the ground is level at the foot of the 
cross”. If we are quick to forgive each other, and to assume the best, our 
community will grow in love. Since those who have been forgiven much will 
love much! (Luke 7:45-48) We want to foster a culture in which people feel free 
to be honest about their failings, and know that they will receive the loving 
mercy of Christ and not judgement! Praying for each other is an essential 
way of carrying each others burdens, praying for every kind of need, request 
and blessing. 
 

Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for  
each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous 

person is powerful and effective. James 5:16 (NIV) 
 

Sometimes, our gift is to allow others to carry our burdens, again following  
the example of Jesus who needed help to carry his cross (Mark 15:21).  
There is a kind of inappropriate neediness, but to be truly open, vulnerable 
and honest about our need for help can actually be the gift which builds  
community. The ideal is not to be independent but to be interdependent.  
It can be very humbling to ask for help, but it can also enable someone  
else to express their love! 
 

As we bear one another’s burdens, let us be encouraged by the assurance 
that Jesus will carry us, through his death and resurrection. In turn, we will die 
and rise with him in glory. This is the hope which I would like to invite you to 
celebrate with us at Easter! See pages 4 and 17 for details of all our 
Easter Services and activities. Let us pray and ask Jesus to give us the 
grace to bear one another's burdens, to deny ourselves, and take up our 
crosses, and follow him, this lent and always. 

 

The Chalfont St Peter Garden Club 
Website:  www.gardenclub.org.uk 

 

Meetings are held in the Church Hall, Church Lane, Chalfont St Peter at 8.00pm.  
Free to club members. Non-members welcome (£1 contribution).  

Refreshments available plus a raffle. 
 
Wed 21st March   AGM + John Tyler speaking about  
           "The Countryside in Spring" 
 

Wed18th April      CLUB SPRING SHOW 

http://www.gardenclub.org.uk/
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Please could items for the April parish magazine 
be with me by Friday 16th March. Articles  
can be emailed to Gunnerjanet@aol.com, sent  
by post to 41 Nortoft Road, Chalfont St Peter  
SL9 0LA, by telephone on 01494 876413 or via  
the Parish Office.  
 

The April magazine will be available in all three 
churches on Sunday 25th March. 
                                                              Janet Mears 

 EASTER LILIES 
 

All three churches (Parish Church, All Saints’ and  
St Paul’s) will again be displaying lists from Sunday 
11th March  – Mothering Sunday. If you would like 
to contribute towards a lily in memory of a loved one 
or for any other reason, please enter your name on 
the list of the church at which you attend. It is  
anticipated the cost will be in excess of £2.00,  
depending on market forces. 

 

It has always been very worthwhile offering this   
opportunity to members of our churches and it is 

hoped it will once again be well supported. 
 

 Parish Church: Lil Ryder 01753 883738; All Saints’: Elizabeth Thompson  
 01753 888174; St Paul’s: Ann Middleton 01494 874287 
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WE’RE GOING TO HAVE 
AN EGG-CITING EASTER! 

On Good Friday (30th March) at the Church Hall and in the Parish Church 
we will be hosting an activity trail that will lead us through Jesus’ journey 
from Gethsemane to the tomb. The trail will be open from 10.00am-11.30am  
and will be self-led so that you can come and go as you please.  
 

Arrive at the Church Hall to start and you’ll be provided with a map and  
goodie bag to help you on your adventure. As you go round the 14 stations 
there will be things to do and make as well as opportunities to think and 
pray. It will be a really exciting time for all ages with things especially for  
children as well as a chance for adults to think a bit more deeply – perfect 
for the whole family!  
 

Refreshments including hot cross buns will be served throughout and it will  
be a fantastic event to invite your family, friends and neighbours to. 
 
 

FAMILY ACTIVITY TRAIL 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 30TH MARCH 
 

Starting at the Parish Church Hall 
from 10.00am until 11.30am 

 
The event is self-guided so don’t worry about being a bit late! 

 
Entrance: free 
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LADIES GROUP 
 

Unfortunately, Heyfordian, the coach 
company we have used for many 
years, is unable to provide a coach  
on the date we had planned to go to 
Waterperry Gardens. However, they 
can accommodate us the following 
week, on Wednesday 30th May. After 
consultation with the committee it was 
agreed to take this date. We will be 
leaving the Parish Church Hall at 
10.45am. The journey, traffic 
permitting, will take three quarters of an hour, which will give us plenty of 
time at the gardens before leaving at 3.00pm. Lunch is available between 
12 noon and 3.00pm with cakes, homemade pastries and hot and cold 
drinks available all day. It has been decided not to book a garden tour for 
the group but individuals can make their own decision. 
 

This outing is offered at the very attractive price of £12 a head which  
includes entrance, coach and driver’s tip. I will take bookings at the March 
meeting but if you wish to make a reservation before then contact me, Ann 
Middleton, on 01494 874287. 
 

Diary Dates 
 

Wednesday 28th March – Meeting the author of Walking forward,  
looking back, Dinah Latham 
 
Wednesday 25th April – Emergency Riders Volunteers – Kamran Irani 
 
Wednesday 30th May – Outing to Waterperry Gardens, Oxfordshire. 
 
Just a reminder that the annual subscription was due in January, although  
I must say I was delighted with the number who paid after the Annual  
General Meeting. Visitors are most welcome at a small charge of £2. Don’t 
hesitate to contact me on the above number for further information. 
 

          Ann Middleton 

 

Every true prayer is a variation on the theme ‘Thy will be done.’  
3 

John R W Stott  
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ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH MUSIC FESTIVAL 
 

"COME AND SING" 

Stainer's Crucifixion 
 

under the direction of Richard King 
 

All Saints' Church, Oval Way, Chalfont St Peter SL9 8QA 
 

SUNDAY 18th MARCH 2018 
 

Tickets £13 (to include music hire) 
Join the congregation at 6.30pm for the 

performance of the complete work 
 

For tickets and further information please ring 
01753-883384 or 01753-882425 

(no ticket required for the service) 
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DURING THE FIRST WORLD WAR OVER 14,000  

BELLRINGERS GAVE THEIR LIVES. 
IN THIS VILLAGE, OVER 70 VILLAGERS DIED. 

IN MEMORY OF THESE PEOPLE, WE WOULD LIKE  
TO RECRUIT AT LEAST FIVE NEW RINGERS TO  
THIS ANCIENT TRADITION TO KEEP THE BELLS  

RINGING IN CHALFONT ST PETER. 
YOU ONLY NEED 1-2 HOURS A WEEK, IT IS A GOOD 

WORK OUT FOR Y0UR BODY AND MIND. 
YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE STRONG,  

COME AND JOIN OUR FRIENDLY BAND. 
 

Contact 
 

STEVE – 07792 168487 (m) 
 

or  
 

VAL – 01753 885752 
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WHY WE NEED LENT 
 

Ash Wednesday, which this year was on  
14th February, marks the start of the 40-day  
period of Lent that runs up to Easter Day. 
Some Christians follow a longstanding  
tradition of fasting during Lent; denying  
themselves something – chocolate, alcohol or even social media – that is 
good but not essential. Today, this idea strikes some people as bizarre but in 
fact the idea of Lent and fasting has perhaps never been more relevant. 
 

Our modern culture is fixated not simply on having things, but on having  
them now. Advertisements encourage us not to save but to buy on credit and 
have what we want immediately: instant food, instant messaging, real-time 
meetings and instant downloads of music, films or books. We don’t ‘do’  
waiting anymore. Whether it is food, pleasure or possessions, we expect to 
have them all now.  
 

Yet there is something very dangerous about this demand for ‘instant 
gratification’ and it’s not just Christians who say so. The reality is that all good 
things (whether food, pleasure or possessions) are truly at their best when 
they are taken at the right time. Intentionally delaying a pleasure (and that’s 
what fasting in Lent is all about) is a wise thing. The ability to postpone our 
gratification may actually be critical to making us fulfilled human beings.  
After all, if we want our pleasures now, we are going to struggle with things 
like learning to play the piano or acquiring a foreign language where it may 
be months before we can tap out a tune or engage in a meaningful  
conversation on holiday. 
 

Postponing a pleasure may even have been fundamental in making the  
human race what it is. A great breakthrough in history was when people  
realised that instead of eating grains of wheat or rice they could plant them 
and wait a few months until the crops sprang up. The discovery of cultivation 
allowed settlements, farms and ultimately civilisation to flourish. 
 

It’s not just history that teaches us about the disadvantages of instant  
gratification; there is also some hard psychological evidence on the subject. 
In the Stanford Marshmallow Experiment in the 1970s a group of four-year-
old children took part in a psychological study. Each child was given one 
marshmallow and promised that, if they could wait twenty minutes before  
eating it, they would be given a second one. Some children could wait the  
twenty minutes and others couldn’t. Records were kept and sixteen years 
later children were revisited; those who had been able to delay eating were 
found to score significantly higher in academic tests. The ability to say ‘no, 
not now’ seems to be vital to both civilisation and education. 
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Lent helps us to learn to say ‘no, not now’; it teaches us self-control and an 
expectation and an anticipation of what God may reveal to us. Lent isn’t just 
a human exercise but a sacred discipline. 
 

              Revd Canon J John 

MOTHER TERESA 
 

Several years ago, Dan Rather of CBS News  
was unprepared for a television interview with  
Mother Teresa: 
 

“When you pray,” asked Rather, “what do you say to 
God?” 
 

“I don’t say anything,” she replied. “I listen.” 
 

Rather tried another tack. 
 

“Well, okay … when God speaks to you, then what does He say?” 
 

“He doesn’t say anything. He listens.” 
 

Rather looked bewildered. For an instant, he didn’t know what to say. 
 

“And, if you don’t understand that,” Mother Teresa added, “I can’t explain it  
to you.” 
 

          From an article by Revd Paul Cowan in The Door 
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MOTHERS AND MOTHERING 
 

The American invention, “Mother’s Day”, will be celebrated on Sunday 11th 
March, though the cards, boxes of chocolates and reservations for deliveries 
of flowers will be in the shops long before. It’s a very nice idea, as most of us 
love our mothers dearly and welcome a chance to celebrate their importance 
in our lives. 
 

I say “American invention”, because long before Mother’s Day there was a 
Christian event, marked nowadays in the Church Calendar, with the title 
‘Mothering Sunday’. It’s still widely observed in churches on the fourth  
Sunday of Lent, and yes, that’s 11th March, too. 
 

The difference between them is subtle but profound. ‘Mother’s Day’ is about 
who she is, particularly in our lives. ‘Mothering Sunday’, as its rather awkward 
name implies, is about a quality which we recognise in mothers but can be 
present elsewhere – to ‘mother’ someone. 

 

We have all needed mothering, from time to time, and not 
simply when we were tiny and helpless, literally dependent  
on our mothers for our sustenance and survival. During the 
years of the last War I was ‘mothered’ by my grandmother. 
Sometimes a friend acts in this role for us, when we feel  
lonely or helpless. ‘Mothering’ means caring deeply,  
sustaining, supporting, whatever the cost. 
 

That is why God, whom we usually call ‘Father’, is sometimes 
spoken of in the Bible as ‘mothering’ us, gathering us in His arms of love, 
even feeding us like a mother. On ‘Mothering Sunday’ we celebrate so much 
more than our own beloved mums. We celebrate the whole glorious notion of 
care, compassion and nurture. And of that care, very often our own mothers 
are the very best examples. 

 

ST PETER’S TODDLER GROUP HELP 
 

Luke is looking for some help with serving teas and  
coffees at the Toddler Group held on Wednesday  
mornings between 9.30am and 11.30am in the Parish 
Church Hall. 
 

If you think you might be able to help out  
occasionally, he would love to hear from you. 
 

You can contact Luke on 01753 206172 or 
luke@csp.church. 
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A VISIT TO INDO CHINA  
 

As a child, mesmerised by an old school atlas, ‘The South China Sea’ sounded to me a place 
of adventure and romance. I was delighted in November 2017, to find myself in Vietnam,  
bordering that very same sea. In the period between those two events war had raged in the 
region. In my teens there seemed no hope for this beleaguered country and I certainly did not 
think that I would ever visit it as a tourist. 
 

In Vietnam that war is known as ‘the American War’. The guides on all parts of our tour were 
able to speak objectively about the events that took place before they were born. They were 
quietly admiring of Ho Chi Minh and his successful bringing together of the North and South 
areas of the country, under one government, a Communist state with democratic outreach.   
He had been involved in the Viet Minh Independence (from France and Japan) Movement from 
1941. Wikipedia tells us that: 
 

 In 1987, UNESCO officially recommended to member states that they "join in the  
 commemoration of the centenary of the birth of President Ho Chi Minh by organizing  
 various events as a tribute to his memory", considering "the important and many-sided  
 contribution of President Ho Chi Minh in the fields of culture, education and the arts"  
 who "devoted his whole life to the national liberation of the Vietnamese people,  
 contributing to the common struggle of peoples for peace, national independence,  
 democracy and social progress. 
 

Today, independent businesses thrive and the people in their thirties, whose parents survived 
the civil and American wars, are determined to make theirs a prosperous country in its own 
right. Some hold down three jobs, sharing parent, child and homecare with their extended  
family to make this possible. 
 

Ho Chi Minh City, still Saigon to the locals, and Hanoi are thriving cities with high rise buildings 
brilliantly lit in assorted colours, courtesy of Japanese architecture and loans. They belie the 
residual poverty of an area which since time immemorial has been subject to continuous  
invasion as successive countries want to land on the sea border of this long, narrow, ‘S’ 
shaped country to gain access to mineral wealth in Cambodia and Laos beyond. 
 

The  Mekong River is a thread running through these nations. It is a wide watercourse with a 
fan shaped delta in South Vietnam, supporting fish farms and agriculture, including  coconut 
plantations, one of which we were lucky enough to visit. Every part of the tree is utilised. I was 
surprised to learn that there are different types of coconut, some prized for their ‘water’ rather 
than their flesh. The trees have a short productive life of about six years. The large, arching 
palm leaves are used for roofing material in rural areas but more generally to make baskets, 
woven matting etc. Water coconuts cannot be consumed but their trees do a great job of  
holding together the banks of the islands in the delta. The light but strong wood is used to 
make many items including combs and kitchen utensils. 
 

Upstream, enterprising people in Laos fish the river and others work on the fleets of tourist 
boats providing excursions with dinner on board, or gentle journeys to visit caves with 

significance to Buddhists. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO
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Angor Watt at Sunset after a tropical downpour  

Monks as dawn breaks – Luang Prabang  

Local villagers use the fertile silt bordering the river to grow meticulously straight rows of varied 
vegetable crops, often on steep slopes requiring hand watering from cans filled from the river. 
Back breaking work fitted around all the other jobs. 
 

Our visits to Cambodia’s ‘Angkor Temple complexes at Siem Reap and Laos’ Temples in  
Luang Prabang, an historic French Colonial town, gave us an insight to Hinduism and  
Buddhism practised by the majority of native peoples. As with Christian holy sites, the  
architecture enhanced by its setting is often breath-taking in its beauty. A little like Machu  
Picchu in Peru, Angkor Wat was totally overgrown and rediscovered almost by accident.  
The huge amount of growth that had buried the Khmer site was stripped off, exposing an  
enormous, complex site which is just a small part of the original, Berlin sized city. 
 

When I look at the atlas now some maps look very different from all those years ago but even 
more alluring. Our world is still a wondrous blend of features and cultures. 
                 Cheryll Older 

Temple at Luang Prabang  
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MARCH SERVICES  

SUNDAY 4TH  3RD SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

All Saints     8.00am Holy Communion 
 

St Peter’s     9.30am Contemporary Family Service  
    11.00am Sung Eucharist 
 

St Paul’s     4.00pm Evensong 
 

Wednesday 7th 
St Peter’s   10.00am Holy Communion 

 
SUNDAY 11TH  4TH SUNDAY OF LENT (Mothering Sunday) 
 

All Saints     8.00am Holy Communion 
    11.00am Sung Eucharist 
 

St Peter’s     9.30am Contemporary Service with Ignite 
    11.00am Sung Eucharist 
      3.00pm Tea & Hymns 
 

St Paul’s     4.00pm Evensong 
 

Wednesday 14th  
St Peter’s   10.00am Holy Communion 

 
SUNDAY 18TH  5TH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

All Saints     8.00am Holy Communion 
      6.30pm Stainer’s Crucifixion 
 

St Peter’s     9.30am Contemporary Service 
    11.00am Sung Eucharist 
 

St Paul’s     4.00pm Evensong 
 

Wednesday 21st 
St Peter’s   10.00am Holy Communion 
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SUNDAY 25TH  PALM SUNDAY 
 

All Saints     8.00am Holy Communion 
 

St Peter’s     9.30am Contemporary Service with Ignite 
    11.00am Sung Eucharist 
 

St Paul’s     4.00pm Holy Communion 
 

Wednesday 28th WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK 
St Peter’s   10.00am Holy Communion 
St Paul’s     8.00pm Service of Compline 

 
Thursday 29th  MAUNDY THURSDAY 
St Peter’s   8.00pm Sung Eucharist followed by Vigil 

 
Friday 29th  GOOD FRIDAY 
St Peter’s   10.00am Activity Trail with refreshments 
All Saints’   10.00am Eucharist from the Reserved Sacrament 
St Peter’s     2.00pm Last Hour of the Cross 
St Peter’s   6.45pm Walk of Witness – starting at St Peter’s  
      and walking to St Joseph’s Catholic 
      Church 

 
Saturday 30th  HOLY SATURDAY 
St Peter’s   8.00pm Holy Communion Service of Light 

 
APRIL 
SUNDAY 1ST  EASTER SUNDAY 
St Paul’s   9.00am Holy Communion 
St Peter’s   10.00am Combined Service for Easter Day with 
      Holy Communion 
All Saints’   10.30am Sung Eucharist 

MARCH/APRIL SERVICES  



18 

SPRING INTO ACTION – SHED SAFETY 
 

Tuesday 20th March marks the first day of spring and with the days getting 
noticeably longer people are keen to get out and about.  
 

As the weather heats up,  
opportunist thieves will start to look 
out for open windows, insecure 
sheds, gardening tools left out and 
new bikes purchased at Christmas.  
 

If people don't know you have a  
valuable bike or equipment in your 
shed, they are unlikely to put much 
effort into breaking in. Install as 
many security measures as  
possible. The harder you can make 
a thief work, and the longer it takes 
them to break in, the more likely 
they are to give up.  
 

The Chiltern and South Bucks Community Safety Partnership are keen to help 
residents protect their property and offer these simple tips: 
 

 ♦ If your shed has a window, cover it up/obscure the view or blank it out 
 Lock valuable items together to prevent them being moved easily 
 A security light fitted with a movement sensor can be a deterrent 
 Toughen up the door hinges – choose one with a hinged cover for  
 securing, or take out the screws, replacing them with nuts and bolts     
 or security screws 
 Use a good quality padlock or mortice lock on the door of your shed 
 Consider using Bike Register (www.bikeregister.com) which is the UK’s 

leading online bicycle identification and registration initiative aiming to 
reduce cycle theft and used by every UK Police Force 

 Register your valuables at www.immobilise.com, including photos and 
serial numbers and distinguishing features. Should your items get 
stolen, they might be identified by this information and returned to you if 
recovered. 
 
Follow us on twitter for community safety updates and  
crime prevention advice @csafetycdcsbdc 

https://twitter.com/csafetycdcsbdc
https://twitter.com/
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IMPROVE YOUR 

BRIDGE 
with 

ANDREW ROBSON 
Times Bridge Columnist 

and Britain’s leading Bridge Tutor 
 

 
 

 
Thursday 15th March 2018 

10.00 for 10.30am–3.30pm 
 

Hazlemere Golf Club 
Penn Road, Hazlemere 

High Wycombe HP15 7LR 
 

£45 
(including lunch) 

 

For more information contact 
Wendy Reid 01753 888864 or  

wendy.michael.reid@gmail.com  
 

in aid of  

mailto:wendy.michael.reid@gmail.com
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ALL ANGELS’ CHURCH, NEW YORK CITY 
(where Rev Jim King is currently serving as interim Pastor) 
 

It is Saturday evening 17 February. As I recline in my aircraft seat en route back to the USA 
after a few precious days with the family in the Lake District I reflect on the last few months in 
New York. Sheila and I arrived in September 2017 and I have been here almost all the time 
since then, with Sheila splitting her time between New York and Chalfont St Peter to manage 
her school governor and family responsibilities in the UK. It has been a good few months, very 
demanding, frequently stressful, occasionally depressing but with many encouragements. 
Above all it has proved to be a testament to God’s love, care and faithfulness. 
 

I think about the Annual Meeting (APCM) which we have just held. A year ago the church had 
just been faced with the sudden and unexpected departure of its much loved Rector of 16 
years who had become ill and left in challenging, painful and potentially divisive circumstances. 
The church was hurt and deeply shocked. At its 2017 Annual Meeting the church was told to 
anticipate a marked reduction in membership and a 40% drop in giving. It was a bleak picture. 
The wardens, associate clergywoman and vestry (PCC) set about leading a church in crisis.  
A year on, as I introduced the 2018 Annual Meeting, I was able to say that none of those  
predictions had come true. People had stayed and focused on prayerfully building unity and 
moving forward together. Membership had actually grown and the financial giving was the best  
in the church’s history. God, in His grace, had turned deep problems into growth, leading His 
people through the wilderness. After we had presented the membership and financial reports 
we paused the meeting and stood to sing ‘Great is Thy faithfulness’. People left saying that it 
was the best Annual Meeting they could remember. The worst of times had become the best. 
 

As we land at JFK, thick snow swirls round the plane. The pilot announces that it was much 
heavier than he had been told to expect. My taxi ride into the city is on snow covered roads but 
I am fortunate to have a cautious and competent driver, a rare thing in New York. As I check 
the weather forecast I note that temperatures are set to move from below freezing tonight to 
20° Celsius by mid-week: one moment winter coats, a few days later shirt and shorts! 
 

It is now Sunday night and I am back from a day at church. I have missed only one Sunday  
but a lot has happened. I catch A and L, a married but homeless couple, who have been  
seeking help with housing, battling New York City bureaucracy. They are a lovely Christian 
couple. His is a classic story, married for 30 years, successfully employed in petrochemical 
engineering, his first wife died from cancer. A’s life fell apart until he ended up homeless,  
arriving at a church shelter where he met L who had been involved in a drug rehabilitation  
programme. At the shelter they found each other and renewed Christian faith and purpose. 
They became actively involved with us and we prayed with them as they sought help with 
housing. Their first efforts were rejected: they were told to turn to distant family for help, but 
that was never going to work. They began the appeal process, representing themselves 
against attorneys funded by public money, and this week were successful. They will get  
housing, for which they will willingly pay, and then be eligible to seek permanent employment. 
Both stood up in the evening service to express their thanks to God and to those in the church 
supporting them. Spontaneous applause broke out: a victory against the authorities is rare. 
Many have tried and failed. They are part of the 77,000 homeless in New York. 
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Whilst the other member of clergy serves communion people line up to me for prayer, always 
an immense privilege. The first has been arbitrarily made unemployed, along with some 40 
others. She has no income and at 65 needs guidance and immediate help. We pray. The next 
is a lady with disabilities who is seeking help with housing from the city this week. She needs 
prayer for courage and wisdom as she seeks the help that should be obvious to everyone. But 
we know it will be hard. The City Council workers will be sympathetic but they are faced with 
an impossible deluge of demands: they want to help but have few resources. I wonder how 
these people feel at the end of each day as they have to deliver bad news to people whom 
they really want to assist. The next in line is C, an intelligent man, but with tragic history. His 
own worst enemy, he gets rejected from everywhere he goes because he lacks self-control 
and is disruptive. This is his first Sunday back after a four week ban we placed on him. In the 
interim he has been removed from two other churches. We welcome him back. I have had a 
long conversation with him. He is contrite and wants to make a new start. I know he means it, 
and we pray that he will, but the precedents are not good. The last person in line is an Afro 
Caribbean lady who has felt God’s call to ordained ministry and to work in deeply challenging 
areas of New York, where white clergy can rarely be accepted. We pray and ask God to use 
her mightily. 
 

As I start my sermon a scuffle breaks out between two homeless men. They have to be  
removed. It is a not uncommon occurrence. These people live life at the margins. They need 
love and support. Part way through my sermon another homeless man stands up and declares 
that I should become the permanent rector. I thank him for his kindness but explain that my 
firm plan is to return to Chalfont St Peter. Over coffee I meet George, an Egyptian Coptic 
Christian who has left Egypt with his wife and three children and emigrated to New York,  
fleeing the persecution that is happening to Christians in his home country. He speaks only 
Arabic: I speak only English. But we have a smartphone with Google translate. I have never 
used it before but we manage to hold a conversation. He desperately needs work to get money 
to feed his family. I introduce him to our communities’ minister. I hope we can help but there 
are so many like him looking for work. I stop to talk with a couple who have just got engaged. 
They are keen to start pre-marital counselling, They want to lay firm foundations for their  
marriage, putting God at the centre. We share their joy. 
 

Finally I talk to M, the elderly lady I wrote about in my first article.  
She looks very unwell. It has been a bitter winter here. The  
homeless, who litter the streets at night, have almost all gone  
inside or on to the trains. I ask M where she has gone. ‘Nowhere,’ 
she says. ‘I have stayed on the streets all winter. I know how to 
look after myself.’ I sigh inwardly. She is wonderful, a survivor,  
but I wonder if she will be alive this time next year or whether 
homelessness will have claimed another victim. 
 

This is a world away from Chalfont St Peter. But God is the same, 
yesterday, today and forever. He is always with us; he never fails. 
 
Jim may be contacted at jim@allangelschurch.com 
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POTHOLES 
 

“Who would have thought that a functioning road would bring so much 
positive change to my community?” These are the opening words of a 
recent letter from a villager in Bangladesh whom we help to support through 
the charity ActionAid. 
 

She lives in a community of 1,500 families who were all connected by one 
road, which was unsurfaced and regularly flooded. This caused difficulties 
getting to market, taking sick ones to hospital and stopped children going  
to school every day. 
 

Through a community effort, 
supported by ActionAid, after  
18 months of negotiations,  
drainage channels have been 
built and the road repaired and 
made accessible. Now there is  
a community clinic and a new  
primary school and goods can 
be readily taken to sell in the 
market. 
 

This story made us think about 
our own roads. We are very 
ready to complain about a few potholes! We should not take for granted the 
network of roads, rivers and railways which enable us and all the goods we 
want to buy to move fairly easily around our country. 
 
 

       Elizabeth and Michael Baxendine 

 BRITISH SUMMER TIME 
 
 

Don’t forget to put your 

clocks forward one hour 

when you go to bed on 

Saturday 
24th March 
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ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH 
HALL BOOKINGS:   MARCH 2018 

 

Day Morning Afternoon Evening 

Thu 1st Pilates Joy  Ondine Academy of Dance 

Fri 2nd   Ondine Academy of Dance 

Sat 3rd Ondine Academy of Dance   

Sun 4th Private Party   

Mon 5th   Ondine Academy of Dance 

Tue 6th Melody Makes Choir Private Dance/11+ Club Beavers/Grand Squares 

Wed 7th   Ondine Academy of Dance 

Thu 8th Pilates Joy  Ondine Academy of Dance 

Fri 9th  Ondine Academy of Dance Zumba 

Sat 10th Ondine Academy of Dance Private Party  

Sun 11th    

Mon 12th  Ondine Academy of Dance  

Tue 13th Melody Makers Choir Private Dance/11+ Club Beavers/Grand Squares 

Wed 14th   Ondine Academy of Dance 

Thu 15th Pilates Joy  Ondine Academy of Dance 

Fri 16th   Ondine Academy of Dance 

Sat 17th Ondine Academy of Dance   

Sun 18tth  All Saints Music Festival  

Mon 19th   Ondine Academy of Dance 

Tue 20th Melody Makers Choir Private Dance/11+ Club Beavers/Grand Squares 

Wed 21st   Ondine Academy of Dance 

Thu 22nd   Ondine Academy of Dance 

Fri 23rd   Ondine Academy of Dance 

Sat 24th Ondine Academy of Dance   

Sun 25th    

Mon 26th    

Tue 27th Meloday Makers Choir Private Dance/11+ Club Beavers/Grand Squares 

Wed 28th    

Thu 29th    

Fri 30th    

Sat 31st    

 

CHURCH HALLS BOOKING INFORMATION 
 

For both the Parish Church Hall and All Saints’ Church Hall 
please contact the Parish Office  

01753 880067  
Monday–Friday between 9.30am & 12.30pm. 
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ST PETER’S PARISH CHURCH 
HALL BOOKINGS:   MARCH 2018 

Day Morning Afternoon Evening 

Thu 1st Toddler Group RWS Pilates Ondine Academy of Dance 

Fri 2nd Carole Frost Pilates  Zumba 

Sat 3rd    

Sun 4th Ignite   

Mon 5th Tumble Tots  Ballroom Dancing 

Tue 6th Carole Frost Pilates Irish Dancing  

Wed 7th Fairtrade Big Brew and Lunch  Ondine Academy of Dance 

Thu 8th  RWS Pilates Ondine Academy of Dance 

Fri 9th Carole Frost Pilates  Chalfont Heights Roads 
Committee (Zumba at All 
Saints Church Hall) 

Sat 10th St Giles Alpha Away Day  Guide Dogs Quiz Night 

Sun 11th Ignite Tea & Hymns  

Mon 12th Tumble Tots Welcome Service 
Refreshments 

Ballroom Dancing 

Tue 13th Carole Frost Pilates Irish Dancing Church PCC Meeting 

Wed 14th Toddler Group  Ondine Academy of Dance 

Thu 15th Toddler Group RWS Pilates  

Fri 16th Carole Frost Pilates  Zumba 

Sat 17th Private Party Private Party  

Sun 18tth Ignite Private Party  

Mon 19th Tumble Tots  Ballroom Dancing 

Tue 20th Carole Frost Pilates Irish Dancing  

Wed 21st Toddler Group Ondine Academy of Dance Garden Club 

Thu 22nd Toddler Group RWS Pilates Ondine Academy of Dance 

Fri 23rd Carole Frost Pilates  Zumba 

Sat 24th Men’s Breakfast Private Party Liberty’s Legacy disco 

Sun 25th Ignite Private Party  

Mon 26th Tumble Tots   

Tue 27th Carole Frost Pilates Irish Dancing  

Wed 28th Toddler Group Ladies Group  

Thu 29th Toddler Group   

Fri 30th Easter  Trail   

Sat 31st    
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DEFENSIVE PLANTING 
 

The ever-increasing popularity and  
sophistication of gardening has not gone  
unnoticed by the criminal. Garden crime is a 
reality. According to police statistics, the most 
likely items to be stolen are mowers, strimmers,  
chain saws, hedge trimmers, garden furniture 
and plants. 
 

Nature herself provides one of the best  
solutions to many garden crimes. With careful 
thought and planning you can reduce the risk  
of becoming a victim of garden crime, whilst at 
the same time creating an attractive garden.  
For instance you can create an impenetrable 
hedge, which looks far more attractive than  
security fencing but is just as effective.  
 

Planting prickly shrubs around vulnerable windows can also serve as a  
deterrent to the burglar. By careful planning you can produce a beautiful  
garden and reduce the risk of being the next victim of garden crime. 
 

Criminals do not like climbing through prickly plants and hedges. They 
know that a small item of ripped clothing or blood can help the police  
identify them. For a full list of defensive plants please visit: http://
www.chiltern.gov.uk/homesecurity or http://www.southbucks.gov.uk/
homesecurity. 
 

You can also contact Chiltern District Council and South Bucks District 

Council’s Joint Community Safety team on 01494 586535 and for further 

crime reduction advice you can visit: https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/

advice/  www.chiltern.gov.uk/crimereduction or www.southbucks.gov.uk/

crimereduction or follow us on Twitter @csafetycdcsbdc . 

http://www.chiltern.gov.uk/homesecurity
http://www.chiltern.gov.uk/homesecurity
http://www.southbucks.gov.uk/homesecurity
http://www.southbucks.gov.uk/homesecurity
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/advice/
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/advice/
http://www.chiltern.gov.uk/crimereduction
http://www.southbucks.gov.uk/crimereduction
http://www.southbucks.gov.uk/crimereduction
https://twitter.com/csafetycdcsbdc
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   CHALFONTS & GERRARDS CROSS 
   PROBUS CLUB 
 

The Probus Club is for retired men of all occupations and meets at Colston 
Hall, Gerrards Cross Memorial Centre, East Common SL9 7AD, usually on 
the first and third Wednesdays of the month at 10.00am for 10.30am, 
finishing at 12.00 noon. Enquiries to Stanley on 01494 873515. 
 

Wednesday 7th March   Brian Greenan will be speak on Smokey and 
the Bandit. This was a very unusual extortion case where it was insisted 
that £500,000 be thrown out of the window of a London to Leeds Intercity 
train in transit, which made it a very difficult Police operation. 
 

Wednesday 21st March   Following the AGM, treasurer Len Brown will 
be reminiscing about his early life and how he came to be in England. 
 

 

CHALFONTS & GERRARDS CROSS PROBUS CLUB 
 

The Club meets on the first and third Wednesday of the month in the  
Gerrards Cross Memorial Centre, and provides opportunities for retired men 
to meet, listen to good speakers and to socialise. From 10.00am members 
gather for a coffee and a chat. Then at 10.30am there is a speaker on a wide 
variety of topics and the meeting finishes before 12 noon. 
 

Subjects to be covered in the next few months are “A journey through Peru”, 
local author, D J Kelly, talks about her great grandfather’s connection with the 
Harland & Wolff’s shipyard and the building of the Titanic, and member David 
Grieve tells the story of the Dambusters Raid. See the advert below for full  
details of speakers at our March meetings. Four of the meetings each year 
are open meetings when ladies can attend, and there are two lunches. 
 

There are 110 members and there are usually 50–60 at each meeting. The 
annual subscription is £25 and everyone pays £1 at each meeting attended. 
The Club also runs five outings a year when ladies are welcome. Destinations 
this year include the Museum of Army Flying at Middle Wallop, the Frogmore 
Paper Mill and Portsmouth Historic Dockyard. 
 

Further information can be had from the Chairman, Stanley Vaughan, on 

01494 873515, or at stanley.vaughan@outlook.com. 
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PARISH REGISTERS 
 

BAPTISMS 
We welcome into membership of God’s family the Church 

 

  18th February 2018  Charlotte Compton 
 
 

FUNERALS 
We commend to God’s keeping those whose funerals were held 

 

  15th January 2018   Josie Patricia Smithson 
  23rd January 2018   Joan Steele Arundel 
  21st February2018   Barbara Harris 

 Prayer Group  
This is usually held on the first Tuesday of  
the month between 10.00am and 11.00am  
in the Lady Chapel of the Parish Church.  

All are welcome to pray for the parish,  
fellowship, our mission and our community.  

Personal requests for prayers also welcome.  
For further information please speak to  

Liz Lewis on 07903 868107. 
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CHURCHWARDENS 
 

Bob Older                        bob@csp.church   01753 885131 
Clair McCoy                        clair@csp.church  01753 887920 

 

DEPUTY WARDENS 
Gerry Hanham         01494 874940 
Tim Mears         01494 876413 
John Harwood         01753 886791 
Nicola Barraclough        01753 883949 
Jessica Redman        01895 831729 
Ann Moutrie         01494 873790 

 

USEFUL CONTACTS 
 

PCC Secretary   Richard Betts 
PCC Treasurer   Tom Patrick                       tom@csp.church 
Parish Church & St Paul’s Treasurer   John Harwood         01753 886791 
All Saints’ Treasurer   Simon James                  01753 885620 
 

Parish Magazine Editor   Janet Mears                             Gunnerjanet@aol.com  01494 876413 
Advertising and distribution   Sandra Clark         01753 880067 
Parish Church   John Harwood           01753 886791 
All Saints   Hilda Coles             01753 883408 
 

Organist—Parish Church    Mary Ledingham                 01753 884628 
Organist—All Saints   Richard King                  01442 871824 
 

Parish Church Choir Mistress   Linda Saunders    01753 883159 
 

Stewardship Administrator   Clair McCoy          clair@csp.church 01753 887920 
 

Hall Letting 
— Parish Church:  Parish Office 9.30am – 12.30pm Monday to Friday  01753 880067 
— All Saints:  Parish Office 9.30am – 12.30pm Monday to Friday  01753 880067 
 

Foundation                                           children@csp.church  01753 206172 
 

Martha Guild   Sue Stock          01753 882408 
 

Ladies' Group   Eileen Turnham         01753 380851 
 

Parish Church Cleaning Guild   Rosemary Southam     01753 889782 
 

Flowers 
— Parish Church:   Lil Ryder            01753 883738 
— All Saints:   Elizabeth Thompson         01753 888174 
— St. Paul's:   Ann Middleton       01494 874287 
 

Tower Captain/Assistant Steeple Keeper   Steve Ridlington-White  01753 482470 
Tower Secretary/Treasurer    Valerie Robbins     01753 885752 
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Vicar  
The Rev John Goodman 
01753 882389 
john.goodman@csp.church 
 

Associate Priests 
The Rev Wendy Graham, 
01753 885066 
wendy.graham@csp.church 
 
The Rev Jim King 
Currently on secondment in the USA 
 

Children & Families’  
Minister 
Luke Maxted 
01753 206172 
luke.maxted@csp.church 
 

Parish Verger 
Gerry Hanham 
01494 874940 
 

Parish Clerk 
Sheila King 
01753 887386  
 

Parish Office 
Katherine Melling / Samantha Carter / 
Sandra Clark 
Church Lane, SL9 9RJ 
01753 880067 
office@csp.church 
www.csp.church 
 

Mission Outreach Manager 
Sandra Clark 
Church Office, Church Lane, SL9 9RJ 
01753 880067 
sandra@csp.church 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES  
 

St Peter’s Parish Church 
 

Sunday 

Contemporary Service   9.30am 
    Ignite (5-11yrs) 
Coffee for all in the Church 10.30am 
Sung Eucharist 11.00am
    

1st Sunday 
Contemporary Family Service    9.30am 
 

2nd Sunday 
Tea and Hymns (in the Church Hall)               3.00pm 
 

Wednesday 
Holy Communion  10.00am 

 

All Saints' Church, Oval Way 
  

Sunday 
Holy Communion    8.00am 
 

3rd Sunday 
Sung Eucharist   6.30pm 

 

St Paul's Church, Horn Hill  
 

1st, 2nd, 3rd and 5th Sundays  
Evensong   4.00pm 
 

4th Sunday 
Holy Communion with hymns           4.00pm 
 
 
 

Please check centre page calendar for further 
details or visit  www.csp.church 

 
 

Marriages, Blessings and Baptisms by arrangement 
with The Reverend John Goodman 






