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FROM THE VICAR  

Resurrection and Renewal (by way of the cross) 
Is it helpful to speak of Jesus' death and resurrection?  
Is it not sufficient and less awkward to promote Christian 
values and to live a virtuous life? Jesus' death presents a 
stumbling block in our understanding. How can it be within 
the purposes of a loving God for his son to die? How, in 
celebrating Good Friday, can we speak of the death of 
Jesus as a necessary good? The church believes that  

Jesus’ death fulfils the law as the only sufficient sacrifice to atone for  
humanity’s sin but there are some potential problems with a traditional  
understanding. The idea that God is wrathful and would require an atoning 
sacrifice doesn't sit comfortably with our cultural or ethical sensibilities. 
 

There is a risk of presenting a deficient explanation; reducing His work into  
an equation, which God had to solve in order to fulfil His own law. There is 
also a risk of introducing an indefensible division within the Godhead, the  
Father who is wrathful and the Son who is mercifully saving people from His 
wrath (Romans 5:9). Jesus must be understood as fully enacting the love of 
the Father who wanted (but was not obligated) to send him (Romans 5:8). 
God’s wrath and love must both be integrated in the explanation of Jesus’ 
suffering, without being set in opposition, for the cross to be understood  
without contradiction. 
 

Jesus taught that suffering rather than violence is the right response to evil. 
Jesus does not want to turn a blind eye or to be unmoved; neither does he 
wish to become embroiled in evil nor to participate in it. If evil happens then 
his wish is to suffer it. Suffering is not capitulating or embracing evil. It is a 
rejection of evil. Jesus’ suffering makes a spectacle of evil; he exposes it.  
 

The wages of sin is death; Jesus took on the full punishment. When Jesus 
offered himself as a substitutionary atoning sacrifice (Eph 5:1-2), it was an  
act of love and mercy but it was also an act of intolerance or wrath. When 
people are intolerant of someone, they tend to withdraw, imprison or become 
violent, even killing. This is joining with evil and becoming that which should 
not be tolerated. Jesus’ death was the ultimate act of intolerance because he 
resisted evil without using evil.  
 

Courage of conviction and resolution in may be true of any martyr but if Jesus 
remained dead, sin would have still defeated him. Death would have the  
victory and empire would reign supreme but by rising from the dead, Jesus 
conquered all. Jesus’ death on the cross was not an expression of God in  
opposition to God but an expression of God in cooperation with God,  
revealing the character and will of God. It would never have been enough to 
do better, to do well or even to live a perfect life. Neither can we fix this world 
by our do-gooding. Jesus presents us with the opportunity to take up our own 
cross and die with him. It hardly sounds like a plan for future success, self 
betterment or emotional wellbeing. 
 



2 

Colossians 3:3–4 (NIV) 
 

3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.  
4 When Christ, who is your life, appears,  

then you also will appear with him in glory. 
 

The final resurrection and full expression of the kingdom of heaven will be the 
undoing of every evil. For example, to a person who has been bereaved, 
there is no solution in life. One may learn to accommodate the pain or find a 
way of continuing life yet one would never say that the evil has been undone. 
Time cannot be turned back and life cannot be relived but resurrection will be 
a wonderful solution to our pain. The bereaved will find genuine comfort 
when they can hold their beloved again, share life with them, eat with them 
and enjoy their company. They will be able to look into their eyes and tell 
them that they are loved and listen to their reply. 
 

This much can be understood from the resurrection narratives, but there are 
limitations to how much we can know (1 Cor 13:12). Could life work without 
death? This is beyond our present understanding given the observation that 
death is a fundamental part of the system of nature. Yet, a new nature and a 
new creation are promised and this promise of Jesus is the basis of a hope 
made realistic by the resurrection of Jesus. If he was not raised then there 
would be no grounds for believing that anyone else could be raised but,  
because he was raised, there is great assurance that he is willing and able to 
do all that he has promised.  Happy Easter! 

 

ST PETER’S TODDLER GROUP HELP 
 

Luke is looking for some help with serving teas and  
coffees at the Toddler Group held on Wednesday  
mornings between 9.30am and 11.30am.  
 

If you think you might be able to help out  
occasionally, he would love to hear from you. 
 

You can contact Luke on 01753 206172 or luke@csp.church. 

 

Please could items for the May parish magazine be with 
me by Monday 16th April. Articles can be emailed to 
Gunnerjanet@aol.com, sent by post to 41 Nortoft Road, 
Chalfont St Peter SL9 0LA, by telephone on 01494 
876413 or via the Parish Office.  
 

The May magazine will be available in all three  
churches on Sunday 29th April. 
          Janet Mears 
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EASTER SUNDAY – THE MOST JOYFUL DAY OF THE YEAR! 
 

Easter Sunday is the most joyful day of the year for Christians. Christ has 
died for our sins. We are forgiven. Christ has risen! We are redeemed!  
We can look forward to an eternity in His joy! Hallelujah! 
 

The Good News of Jesus Christ is a message so simple that you can explain 
it to someone in a few minutes. It is so profound that for the rest of their lives 
they will still be ‘growing’ in their Christian walk with God. 
 

Why does the date move around so much? Because the date of Passover 
moves around, and according to the biblical account, Easter is tied to the 
Passover. Passover celebrates the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt and it lasts 
for seven days, from the middle of the Hebrew month of Nisan, which equates 
to late March or early April. 
 

Sir Isaac Newton was one of the first to use the Hebrew lunar calendar to 
come up with firm dates for Good Friday: Friday 7th April 30AD or Friday 3rd 
April, 33AD, with Easter Day falling two days later. Modern scholars continue 
to think these the most likely.   
 

Most people will tell you that Easter falls on the first Sunday after the first full 
moon after the Spring Equinox, which is broadly true. But the precise  
calculations are complicated and involve something called an ‘ecclesiastical 
full moon’, which is not the same as the moon in the sky. The earliest  
possible date for Easter in the West is 22nd March, which last fell in 1818. 
The latest is 25th April, which last happened in 1943.  
 

Why the name, ‘Easter’? In almost every European language, the festival’s 
name comes from ‘Pesach’, the Hebrew word for Passover. The Germanic 
word ‘Easter’, however, seems to come from Eostre, a Saxon fertility goddess 
mentioned by the Venerable Bede. He thought that the Saxons worshipped 
her in ‘Eostur month’, but may have confused her with the classical dawn 
goddesses like Eos and Aurora, whose names mean ‘shining in the east’. So, 
Easter might have meant simply ‘beginning month’ – a good time for starting 
up again after a long winter. 
 

Finally, why Easter eggs? On one hand, they are an ancient symbol of birth in 
most European cultures. On the other hand, hens start 
laying regularly again each Spring. Since eggs were 
forbidden during Lent, it’s easy to see how decorating 
and eating them became a practical way to celebrate 
Easter. 
 
 

 

I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, 
even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.  

John 11: 25–26 
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AGMs – DON’T MISS OUT! 
 

We are currently in the season when churches hold their AGMs or Annual 
Church Meetings. It’s an important opportunity for the church to come  
together, to celebrate its life over the past year and look forward to the future. 
There is important business to do, i.e. elect churchwardens, PCC and  
Deanery Synod members, as well as receiving the church reports and  
accounts. This is probably why it’s not always well attended! However, why  
is this gathering of the church so significant? 

 

In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a  
holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together  

to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 
(Ephesians 2: 21,22) 

 

Paul says here that the Church is God’s home and our home too. In the Old 
Testament, God’s presence was focused in the Temple, however today the 
Church is his Temple. It is the means by which Jesus is uniquely present with 
His people and distinctively expresses Himself in the world. We are called to 
offer worship and service to God, both when gathered together and scattered 
in our daily lives. We are also to make Him known in the world, by our words 
and actions. God’s presence among us in this way is worth celebrating  
together! However, as we gather we have the opportunity of discerning His 
vision, by which we can make His presence more real in the life of our church 
and in the wider community. 
 

 

The 2018 APCM will take place on  

Sunday 29th April 
at 11.30pm in the Parish Church Hall 

THE TREES THAT REMIND US OF EASTER 
 

Yew trees are linked with Resurrection, which makes them extra special 
around Easter time. Yew trees exemplify on-going Life. They are probably the 
oldest living organisms in Europe, with one in the churchyard of Fortingall, a 
thatched Perthshire village, thought to be as much as 5,000 years old – which 
made it already about 3,000 years old on the first Easter! 
 

For centuries, yews have been revered as sacred, and it is easy to see why: 
yews are dense, dark evergreens, with bright red poisonous berries, and they 
have the most amazing power to regenerate. Cut a yew back, and it will  
regrow. Drop a branch and it can form new roots. Beams made of yew have 
even been known to sprout again, long after they have been built into houses. 
Some people believe that yews began as cuttings from the original Tree of 
Life, some of which were taken to the British Isles in the dawn of the world. 
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MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS ON LIFE 
 

At my age, I get my daily paper, look at the obituaries page and,  
if I'm not there, I carry on as usual. Patrick Moore  
 

Why do people who know the least, always know it the loudest?  
 

Bibles that are falling apart are usually owned by people who aren’t. 
 

When a minister rehearses his sermon, is he practising what he 
preaches? 
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THE OLDEST BIBLE RETURNS TO THE UK 
 

The world’s oldest surviving complete Latin Bible 
returns to the UK this year. It left these shores for 
Rome 1,302 years ago, when monks in the north-
east of England sent it as a gift to Pope Gregory II. 
 

The Codex Amiatinus was one of only three  
produced at the twin monasteries of Wearmouth 
and Jarrow (one has since been lost, and the  
other survives in fragments). It was kept safe for 
centuries at the Abbey of the Saviour in Monte Amiata, Tuscany. Then in the 
18th century it was sent to the Biblioteca Medicea Laurenziana, in Florence. 
 

It is the Laurenziana which has now agreed to send it back to the UK,  
alongside the Lindisfarne Gospels, for its exhibition ‘Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms’, 
which begins in October. 
 

The Bible is 12 inches thick, and weighs 35kg. It contains both Old and New 
Testaments, and was written on 1,030 leaves made from the skins of at least 
515 sheep. It has been called one of the greatest treasures of Anglo-Saxon 
times. 
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WE’RE GOING TO HAVE 
AN EGG-CITING EASTER! 

On Good Friday (30th March) at the Church Hall and in the Parish Church 
we will be hosting an activity trail that will lead us through Jesus’ journey 
from Gethsemane to the tomb. The trail will be open from 10.00am-11.30am  
and will be self-led so that you can come and go as you please.  
 

Arrive at the Church Hall to start and you’ll be provided with a map and  
goodie bag to help you on your adventure. As you go round the 14 stations 
there will be things to do and make as well as opportunities to think and 
pray. It will be a really exciting time for all ages with things especially for  
children as well as a chance for adults to think a bit more deeply – perfect 
for the whole family!  
 

Refreshments including hot cross buns will be served throughout and it will  
be a fantastic event to invite your family, friends and neighbours to. 
 
 

FAMILY ACTIVITY TRAIL 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 30TH MARCH 
 

Starting at the Parish Church Hall 
from 10.00am until 11.30am 

 
The event is self-guided so don’t worry about being a bit late! 

 
Entrance: free 
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FROM YOUR CHURCHWARDENS... 
 

We, ie: your churchwardens, Clair and Bob, recently attended an annual training day 
at a church near Aylesbury. One of several events held in various locations across 
the Diocese, it was very encouraging to meet with getting on for a hundred other  
like-minded, ordinary people all doing our best to respond to the challenges of church 
leadership in the 21st century. 
 

Many people often see us in our commonplace roles sorting the heating or arranging 
rotas for reading the lessons. However, the day was another opportunity to discuss 
and share ideas regarding the other and first of our list of responsibilities. In the rather 
prosaic words of the Canons (ie: the laws) of the Church of England this is “that 
churchwardens shall be foremost in representing the laity and in cooperating with  
the incumbent, they shall use their best endeavours by example and precept to  
encourage the parishioners in the practice of true religion and to promote unity and 
peace among them”. Keeping the heating on is clearly a lot easier! 
 

Specific bullet points set before us include: 
 

Care for and support the parish priest, and be people to whom the  
incumbent can turn for advice and support 
 

Provide feedback, as a ‘critical friend’, for the parish priest 
 

Care for the congregation and encourage people in their Christian faith 
 

Help to resolve disputes or disagreements  
 

Next month, we will write about some of the key messages from the day as we seek 
to follow Bishop Steven’s exhortation to become a more Christ-like Church and secure 
the help and commitment of everyone to this goal. 



Beetle Drive – in aid of  the ‘Grow it Lent’  
Initiative for The Children’s Society 
 

Do you fancy an evening of simple fun, playing  
Beetle with friends and acquaintances? 

 
If so, come along and join us and enjoy a Fish and Chip supper too! 

 
Our event will be held on  

 

Saturday, April 14th at 6.30pm 
 
This event is part of our Easter Mission to raise funds and awareness 
of The Children’s Society. 

 
Tickets cost £7.50 and are available from the 
Church Office – just call in or ring on 01753 880067. 
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Big Brew 
Thank you to everyone who helped 
at our Big Brew event raising funds 
for Traidcraft Exchange. We would 
also like to thank all of you who 
came along and enjoyed the day 
as the day wouldn't happen if you 
didn't participate. 
 

We raised £140 from the sale of 
refreshments and this will be 
doubled by the UK Government. 
£130 was also taken by Margaret 
for the sale of products. 
 

Don’t’ forget that you can purchase 
a small selection of Fairtrade 
goodies and beautiful cards from 
the Church Office throughout the 
week. You can also order 
specific items as well.  
 

Please call in! 
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LADIES GROUP 
 

Outing to Waterperry Gardens – Wednesday 30th May 
 

In 1927 two friends, Beatrix Havergal and Alice Sanders, rented a small  
cottage and two acres of walled garden in the grounds of Pusey House, near 
Faringdon, Oxfordshire. Here they founded a horticultural school, running  
educational courses embracing the elements of the subject that was so dear 
to their hearts. Although the teaching school left its mark on the gardens, 
these were principally established for educational purposes, including the 
striking ‘living catalogue’ of herbaceous plants. 
 

In the early days before they established Waterperry Horticultural School it 
was the willingness to surmount adversity with great fortitude that showed 
Miss Havergal to be a woman of immense determination. In 1931 Magdalen 
College Oxford were looking for new tenants for Waterperry House near 
Wheatley. Miss Havergal took over the lease in 1932 and spent the first five 
years preparing the land, felling trees, building glasshouses and preparing  
the soil for production. 
 

During World War II Miss 
Havergal turned Waterperry 
into a market gardening  
operation. The task was to 
keep the school operating  
as a going concern, whilst 
adding to the war effort by  
accommodating the Women’s 
Land Army. Gardening  
courses were held on the  
last Saturday of the month 
called ‘Dig For Victory  
Demonstrations’, teaching 
people how to grow their own food to supplement their rations. 
 

The Gardening School took its toll on the ageing of the two ladies. Desperate 
to secure the continuity of Waterperry, the estate was put up for sale in 1971. 
After several enquiries, it was finally purchased by the School of Economic 
Science. The new owners retained all the staff and continued the day courses 
established by Miss Havergal which went on to form the basis of horticultural 
teaching which remains today. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Do join us on our trip to this lovely garden with its art gallery, church, shop 
and tea room. We will be leaving the Parish Church Hall at 10.45am, leaving 
the gardens at 3.00pm for the return journey. Cost of trip including entrance, 
coach and driver’s tip is £12.00. Please contact Ann Middleton 01494 874287 
if you are interested. At this very reasonable price it is anticipated places will 
quickly be taken up. 
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COME AND SING: STAINER’S CRUCIFIXION 
 

What an uplifting evening. The last time I sang Stainer’s Crucifixion, was under the 
auspice of choir mistress Mrs Small at St. Margaret’s Church, Tylers Green. I was 
a teenager! The last time I sang in front of an audience/congregation at All Saints 
Church was to sing music from Gilbert and Sullivan under the excellent choir  
mistress, Mrs Gillian Dibden. I was joined on that occasion by my husband and 
chorister sons. 
 

In between then and now has been a lot of life and so it was with trepidation,  
carrying my copy of the Octavo Edition, price two shillings and sixpence, that my 
footsteps took me to All Saints on Sunday afternoon. I was worried as many of my 
fellow singers were current members of our church choirs and more up to date with 
choral singing than I. It was a challenge, my sight-reading being a little rusty, but 
under the careful expertise and direction of Richard King, our conductor, I soon 
began to relax and enjoy the experience. It was a testament to Mrs Small that my 
faded notation was relevant today! I could have left my pencil at home! 
 

Accompanying us on the organ was Colin Stevens, Musical Director of the Tring 
Choral Society. Our wonderful soloists were Caspar Sing, tenor, and Jonathan de 
Garis, baritone, both students in their final year at the Guildhall School of Music 
and Drama. Richard took us through our paces quite swiftly until he was satisfied 
we deserved some timely refreshment! The lovely ladies at All Saints came up 
trumps with much needed cups of tea, tasty sandwiches and delicious cakes.  
A very big thank you to all those who catered and provided us with welcome  
sustenance. 
 

At 6.30pm we  
reassembled in 
church with a  
congregation who 
had braved the 
newly fallen snow 
to join us in this 
meditative work  
on the Sacred  
Passion. The 
sound was  
glorious and  
enriched by our 
talented young  
soloists. 

 

On behalf of those 
present I would like 
to thank All Saints Church Music Festival committee for the inspiration and organi-
sation of this experience for choir and congregation as a wonderful beginning to 
our Easter preparations. 
 

On a personal and poignant note I would like to dedicate the evening to a  
fellow friend and chorister, Ian, from my teenage years, who died this week. 
 

                   Jan Bartlett 
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ST ANDREW’S CHURCH, NEWLANDS, CAPE TOWN 
 

On our recent visit to South Africa, we were staying in Cape Town for the last 
Sunday of our holiday. During our travels we’d seen an Anglican church quite 
near to our hotel and taken note of the service times, so decided to attend 
their Eucharist service. It so happened that it was raining – the one and only 
time it rained during our four-week holiday – so the hotel lent as an umbrella 
and when we arrived at church it was the Rector who helped us close it, after 
seeing us struggling! We were welcomed with warm smiles from everyone 
and a lady in our pew helped us with finding the right books (we seemed to 
use a lot). It was a lovely service in a full church with different lay members 
leading the service and giving the sermon, people from the congregation read 
the lessons and took the prayers while the Rector presided at the Eucharist.  
They did not have a choir but half a dozen people from the congregation 
gathered round the piano during the Eucharist to lead the singing from a  
worship-type songs book while the organist played for the more traditional 
hymns during the service. 
 

When the service finished, the rain having stopped, we started to walk back 
to our hotel. We came across a little grocery store that had half a dozen  
tables and chairs and was serving coffee. On the spur of the moment we 
went in only to find five tables already full and a lady in front of us heading to 
the one empty one. She turned round on hearing us speak and said, ‘You 
were in the St Andrew’s congregation, weren’t you?’  We responded in the 
affirmative and she promptly asked us to join her for coffee, saying that her 
husband (who turned out to be the organist) was just parking their car. What 
followed was an hour of chat and laughter as we heard about their church 
and local community and discussed things from antiques to education to  
wildlife, subjects we found we all had an interest in (they were both teachers). 
Also, in course of conversation, they mentioned a friend who had been a 
priest in their church and was now principal of Westcott House Theological 
College in Cambridge. I immediately realised this was the college where  
Rachel Murray, daughter of our former vicar, David Murray, now studies.   
On our return from South Africa, I contacted Rachel and she spoke to the 
gentleman concerned, and he was delighted to hear news from his old parish.  
It can sometimes be a very small world, can’t it? 
 

It was lovely to hear all about this thriving church. However, there was a  
period from the early 1960s, following the strict implementation of the Group 
Areas Act, when the great majority of its parishioners, being classified 
‘Coloured’, had to leave the area, and this resulted in St Andrew’s having to 
revert to its earliest situation as part of the parish of St Saviour’s in Claremont 
from 1 January 1966. Sustained effort by the few older members who could 
stay, and generous support from newcomers in the decade following, 
achieved its restoration as an independent parish in Newlands, now with its 
own new Rectory, in February 1976. 
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This sad period in the history of St Andrew’s Church is commemorated by a simple 
wooden cross on the wall facing the entrance to the church and was placed there in 
1994 as a material expression of thanksgiving for the attainment of the church’s  
centenary. Framed and hanging alongside the Cross, are the words: 
 

Symbol of Christ the Lord who shares in our suffering, 
this simple Cross calls to mind the pain of many parishioners 

of St Andrew’s who were forced by legislation to leave 
their homes here in the 1960’s, yet remained steadfast in their Faith. 

 

It recalls, too, the courage of the remnant congregation 
and support of the new residents in restoring the parish 

and maintaining this church as the centre of worship 
for which it had been built and has served since 1894. 

 

This cross is erected here, in 1994, in humble gratitude, 
to commemorate the centenary of this building. 

 

              Janet Mears
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APRIL SERVICES  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUNDAY 1ST  EASTER SUNDAY 

All Saints   10.30am Sung Eucharist 
 

St Peter’s   10.00am Combined Service preceded by  
    breakfast at 8.30am in the Parish Church Hall 
 

St Paul’s     9.00am Holy Communion with hymns 
 

Wednesday 4th 
St Peter’s   10.00am Holy Communion 

 
 
 
SUNDAY 8TH  2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
All Saints     8.00am Holy Communion 
 

St Peter’s     9.30am Contemporary Service with Ignite 
    11.00am Sung Eucharist 
      3.00pm Tea & Hymns 
 

St Paul’s     4.00pm Evensong 
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Wednesday 11th  
St Peter’s   10.00am Holy Communion 

 
SUNDAY 15TH  3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

All Saints     8.00am Holy Communion 
      6.30pm Sung Eucharist 
 

St Peter’s     9.30am Contemporary Service 
    11.00am Sung Eucharist 
 

St Paul’s     4.00pm Evensong 
 

Wednesday 18th 
St Peter’s   10.00am Holy Communion 

 
SUNDAY 22ND  4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

All Saints     8.00am Holy Communion 
 

St Peter’s     9.30am Contemporary Service 
    11.00am Sung Eucharist 
 

St Paul’s     4.00pm Holy Communion 
 

Wednesday 25th 
St Peter’s   10.00am Holy Communion 

 
SUNDAY 29TH  5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

All Saints     8.00am Holy Communion 
 

St Peter’s     9.30am Contemporary Service  
    11.00am Sung Eucharist 
 

St Paul’s     4.00pm Evensong 

 
 
 

APRIL SERVICES  
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BILLY GRAHAM:  A TRIBUTE 
 

It is not easy to come to terms with the death of Billy  
Graham. It was not that his death was unexpected,  
far from it; Billy, aged 99, had suffered several ailments  
for many years. Indeed, in his last book, Nearing Home, 
he talked confidently and movingly about his impending 
death. Yet he had been such a major part of the Christian 
world for so long – I wasn’t even born when he held the 
first London ‘Crusade’ in 1954 – that it is hard to imagine 
him not being around. It is as if, visiting some familiar landscape, you find that 
the great tree that has always dominated it has been toppled. 
 

You can read the details of Billy Graham’s life in the many obituaries and  
biographies but I would like to offer a few personal words of tribute here. As  
a young twenty-five-year-old evangelist I had the privilege of being invited to 
join him on one of his crusades – WOW! Was I blown away! And a few years 
ago I was privileged to have a meal with him. Despite my excitement at being 
in the presence of the great evangelist, I found him to be humble, attentive, 
warm and encouraging. Yet directly and indirectly he has influenced all that  
I am and do. Let me suggest that there were three features to his life and  
ministry that are worth considering and celebrating. 
 

First, Billy Graham had a faith-filled life. The unshakeable foundation of all  
that Billy said and did was the God of the Bible. With that trust in God came 
the certainty that the Bible is God’s true word to humanity and only in Jesus 
Christ can we be made right with God. For Billy, faith was not simply a matter 
of believing truth; it was expressing that truth in life. He was – to use that now 
all-too-rare adjective – a godly man. He loved God and he relied on him in all 
he did. That reliance on God as someone who could be trusted encouraged 
him to take risks. In today’s terms, it may not seem as if Billy Graham was a 
risk taker, but he was. He brought the evangelistic rally into the modern  
technological age, he went to Russia and China in the darkest days of  
communism, he counselled morally compromised politicians and he even  
appeared on comedy programmes. In all this he put God at the centre and 
found, as others have, that when you do that, everything else falls into place. 
The secret to Billy Graham’s ministry did not lie in his many natural gifts – his 
height, looks, powerful voice and sharp mind – it was the way that he saw 
everything as revolving around God. This protected him from the danger of 
pride. There are many other perils of being a ‘professional Christian’, whether 
you are a global evangelist or the minister of a local church, but one of the 
most subtle is to let ‘the organisation’ take centre stage. Once that tail starts 
wagging the dog, decline or disaster will not be far away. Billy recognised that 
temptation and made sure that however many ventures he was involved in, 
God always took pre-eminence. His was a faith-filled life. 
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Second, Billy Graham had a faithful life. He not only believed in a God who 
could be relied on but he followed him without hesitation. From the age of  
30 he knew that he was called to be a preacher of the gospel and for the rest 
of his long life he never turned from that call. That achievement is remarkable 
because he faced trials and temptations that few of us can imagine. His  
success made him the focus of enormous attention. Theologically, there were 
those who attacked him for being a fundamentalist and those who attacked 
him for betraying the fundamentals of the faith. Politically, the uncomfortably 
intimate linkage between Christianity and politics in the United States meant 
that for years there were enormous pressures for him to get involved and to 
speak out for either the Left or the Right. As he became ‘America’s Pastor’, 
dazzling opportunities came his way. He was offered huge financial rewards 
for political endorsements and became the confidante and counsellor of many 
presidents. Richard Nixon even offered him the post of US Ambassador to 
Israel; Billy turned it down. Yet he stayed faithful to the One who had called 
him to be a preacher of the gospel. That single-minded dedication protected 
him; the mud slung at him never stuck and while he was occasionally singed 
by controversy, he was never burnt by it. 
 

Finally, Billy Graham had a fruitful life. In terms of evangelism the figures are 
remarkable: a lifetime audience – including radio and television broadcasts – 
of over two billion, and more than three million responses to his gospel  
invitations. Yet his influence extended beyond his meetings. Billy started 
Christianity Today in 1956, was influential in supporting Christian music,  
authored a number of books and, perhaps most significantly, trained other 
evangelists. God blessed his faithful servant. I likened Billy earlier to a great 
tree dominating a landscape. Our sadness at his passing is tempered by the 
fact that this tree gave rise to a multitude of saplings that now grow over the 
entire world. He sowed good seed and it is bearing good fruit. 
 

In the book of Acts, the apostle Paul is quoted as saying that King David 
‘served God’s purpose in his own generation’ (Acts 13:36 niv). The same can 
indeed be said of Billy Graham. We should not seek to imitate him (the world 
has changed beyond recognition since he began his ministry) but we should 
be inspired by him. This side of Christ’s return the church will always need 
leaders and evangelists like Billy Graham. 
                The Revd Canon J John 



20 

THE PERPETUAL CHALLENGE  
OF FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
 

One problem when looking at figures in history is that 
we tend to find in them what we want to see. This is a 
particular issue with the unique figure of Francis of 
Assisi (1181–1226), a Christian rightly honoured across  
denominations and whose feast is celebrated on 4 
October. So, for those with a commitment to social 
justice, Francis is the pioneer activist, a man whose 
outspoken advocacy of the poor and rejected puts him 

up there with the great social reformers of history. For those of a greener 
persuasion, Francis is the founder of environmental action; a quiet, gentle 
soul who, while not recorded as having hugged trees, did apparently preach 
to birds. Now concerns for social justice and care of the environment are 
vital, and Francis was important in both areas, but to see him merely in 
either of these terms is to run the risk of creating a caricature that fails to do 
justice to the extraordinary man that he was. 
 

In fact, discovering the real Francis is far from easy. He was the sort of 
larger-than-life person about whom legends gather while they are still alive, 
and from this distance it’s hard to distinguish historical fact from the 
doubtless well-meant exaggerations of his followers. Yet if you read what 
we really know about him, you are left with the impression of a man who 
challenged people then, and continues to challenge us today. 
 

There are many aspects of Francis that I find exceptional but two things 
stand out. 
 

First, Francis’ life was marked by extraordinary action. After an irreligious 
youth spent in pleasure, Francis underwent a dramatic conversion to Christ 
and from then on never stopped doing remarkable things for God. He does 
not seem to have naturally been an activist; it is plain that he was always 
tempted to retreat somewhere quiet where he could spend every day doing 
nothing but praying. Yet the account of his short life – he died before he 
reached his mid-forties – is one of continuous and unwavering action.  
Francis cared for the poor, gathered followers, founded institutions and 
preached when, and wherever, he could. Although the phrase ‘preach the 
gospel at all times and, if necessary, use words’ is probably not anything he 
ever said, it is certainly true that Francis lived out the truth he preached. 
One striking instance of this is how, when the Crusades were raging and 
Christianity and Islam were bitterly at war, Francis crossed the battle lines 
to visit the Sultan with the hope of winning him to Jesus. It doesn’t take too 
much imagination to see that as an inspiration and a challenge to us today. 
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Second, Francis was someone with extraordinary compassion. Born into a 
position of privilege, Francis turned his back on a life of comfort after his  
conversion, and felt compelled to show God’s grace to the poor and the  
neglected. His was a ministry of remarkable and sacrificial passion. He gave 
away everything he had to beggars and showed courageous love to lepers.  
In his preaching he exhorted others to care for the poor. Linked with Fran-
cis’ support for the disadvantaged was an outspoken attack against his soci-
ety’s idolatry of money and success that had contributed to the creation of 
the poor and the neglect of the sick. Francis’ often contemptuous rejection 
of power and wealth doesn’t sit easily with our age where affluence is wor-
shipped and even sometimes seen as a proof of God’s blessing. Yet I think 
we ignore his warning at our peril. 
 

Francis was a man of extraordinary action and compassion, but I would  
suggest that what gave rise to both of these aspects of his life was his  
extraordinary devotion. Deep inside Francis, powering everything that he 
was and did, was an astonishing and remarkable commitment to Jesus. 
From his conversion onwards nothing else mattered to Francis but Jesus: 
he loved him, identified with him and imitated him. There are many adjec-
tives you can use of Francis but ‘half-hearted’ or ‘lukewarm’ are not two of 
them. Life for Francis was very simple: if he felt that anything posed even 
the remotest possibility of coming between him and Christ – whether mon-
ey, position or even status within the church – he simply threw it away. This 
overwhelming passion for Jesus was the secret to everything he did. Fran-
cis loved the natural world, not because he saw it as beautiful in its own 
right but because he saw it as something that was made by the God he 
loved. He cared for the poor and the sick, not because he felt this was some 
sort of moral duty, but because he saw Jesus in them. 
 

To read of Francis of Assisi is to come into the presence of a giant, and to 
find oneself in the shadow of a giant is not comfortable. But when we are in 
danger of falling short of what we could be, being made uncomfortable may  
in fact be a rich blessing. 
              The Revd Canon J John 



WHERE HAS THE RIVER GONE? 
 

Some people are surprised that, despite recent rain (and snow) fall, the  
River Misbourne is not flowing through the Chalfonts. However, being a  
chalk stream, the river responds to the level of the groundwater in the chalk  
aquifers rather than the latest precipitation. Of course, there is an  
immediate effect during a storm from road run-off etc, but that quickly passes 
with the clouds. 
 

The levels in the aquifers are actually still very low and it takes a long time  
for water to percolate down through the ground. We are just emerging from 
more than two years of sustained low rainfall. The river dried back to  
Amersham church last year for the first time since 2007 and only the second 
time since 1997 when the river was actually dry along the whole length from 
Great Missenden to just above Denham. These dry periods  seems to occur 
quite consistently on a 7–10-year cycle and are recorded back into the 1700s 
when they affected the several mills along the river. 
 

Nevertheless, recovery is happening. Flow already reaches downstream of 
Quarrendon Mill and is approaching the recycling centre on the Amersham 
Road near the Ivy House. Hopefully, it should reach Chalfont St Giles by 
around May. 
           Bob Older 
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MAY FAYRE 
 

Saturday 12th 
 
May 

10.00am – 2.00pm 

Parish Church Hall, Chalfont St Peter SL9 9RJ 

 

PLANTS 
 

Bric a Brac  LUNCHES     Cakes 

 

 

CHALFONT ST PETER TREFOIL GUILD 
 

Chalfont St Peter Trefoil Guild meets on the 3rd Wednesday of  
the month, from 2.00-4.00pm at the Guide Hut, Lansdown Road,  
Chalfont St Peter. 
 

In March, Elaine Quigley came to reveal what our handwriting tells about  
us and our personality traits. In April we will have a social meeting with  
conversation, tea and possibly a Beetle Drive at the Guide Hut. In May we 
plan to visit Tiggywinkles the Hedgehog Sanctuary. 
 

Visitors are very welcome. For more information phone Cheryll Older on 
01753 885131. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.anglicannews.org/tag/Children%E2%80%99s%20Society.aspx&ei=Mrc6VZ7UG4XWPY3EgbgM&bvm=bv.91665533,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNGcR_QEztRGFgxtiOElNBFrBkMFxg&ust=1429
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ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH 
HALL BOOKINGS:   APRIL 2018 

 

Day Morning Afternoon Evening 

Sun 1st    

Mon 2nd    

Tue 3rd Private Dancing   

Wed 4th    

Thu 5th Pilates Joy   

Fri 6th    

Sat 7th  Private Meeting  

Sun 8th Private Party   

Mon 9th    

Tue 10th Private Dancing   

Wed 11th    

Thu 12th Pilates Joy   

Fri 13th    

Sat 14th  Private Dancing  

Sun 15th    

Mon 16th    

Tue 17th Private Dancing   

Wed 18th    

Thu 19th    

Fri 20th    

Sat 21st    

Sun 22nd    

Mon 23rd   Ondine Academy of Dance 

Tue 24th Melody Makers Choir Private Dancing Grand Squares 

Wed 25th   Ondine Academy of Dance 

Thu 26th Pilates Joy  Ondine Academy of Dance 

Fri 27th  Ondine Academy of Dance  

Sat 28th Ondine Academy of Dance   

Sun 29th  Private Party  

Mon 30th   Ondine Academy of Dance 

 

CHURCH HALLS BOOKING INFORMATION 
 

For both the Parish Church Hall and All Saints’ Church Hall 
please contact the Parish Office  

01753 880067  
Monday–Friday between 9.30am & 12.30pm. 
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ST PETER’S PARISH CHURCH 
HALL BOOKINGS:   APRIL 2018 

Day Morning Afternoon Evening 

Sun 1st Breakfast Together   

Mon 2nd    

Tue 3rd    

Wed 4th Fairtrade Coffee Morning   

Thu 5th    

Fri 6th Zumba   

Sat 7th    

Sun 8th Ignite Tea and Hymns  

Mon 9th   Ballroom Dancing 

Tue 10th    

Wed 11th    

Thu 12th  RWS Pilates  

Fri 13th   Zumba 

Sat 14th   Beetle Drive 

Sun 15th Ignite   

Mon 16th   Ballroom Dancing 

Tue 17th    

Wed 18th Toddler Group  Garden Club 

Thu 19th Toddler Group RWS Pilates  

Fri 20th   Zumba 

Sat 21st  Private Party  

Sun 22nd Ignite   

Mon 23rd Tumble Tots  Ballroom Dancing 

Tue 24th    

Wed 25th Toddler Group Ladies Group Ondine Academy of Dance 

Thu 26th Toddler Group RWS Pilates Ondine Academy of Dance 

Fri 27th Carole Frost Pilates  Zumba 

Sat 28th Private Party Private Party  

Sun 29th Ignite/Church APCM Private Party  

Mon 30th Tumble Tots  Ballroom Dancing 
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UXBRIDGE LOITERERS GOES ELECTRIC 
 

Cycling has been my sport and interest since schooldays.  
I have been a member of the Harlequins Cycling Club, 
which originated in West London for nearly seventy years. 
In our younger days our Headquarters was the Red Lion at  
Harlington, but as work and marriage entailing people  
relocating literally worldwide took hold we have for many 
years met at a selection of hotels. One of our favourites is Foxlease in  
Lyndhurst, The Girl Guides country base, and well known to our Parish  
Magazine Editor. As most of us are now in our eighties only a handful still  
cycle but our social events are always full of good cheer and company. I am 
currently Secretary and Treasurer of the Club. Our Chairman lives in the  
New Forest and our Events Secretary on the Long Mynd in Shropshire, so 
our get-togethers are now limited to about four meetings a year. 
 

I rode in our Buckinghamshire Historic Churches cycle ride for over 20 years, 
initially organised by Tim Fanning. And I took over when he felt unable to  
carry on and did this for twelve years until I also felt it time to hand on. 
 

With the need to keep cycling and hopefully enjoy good company, several 
years ago I joined the aptly named Uxbridge Loiterers. The late John Pool 
was instrumental in this decision, plus Phil Mayden who is also a current 
member. Many of you will be familiar with the lycra-clad cyclists from the 
Fairtrade coffee morning on the first Wednesday of each month in the Church 
Hall. Even if there are no organised rides that call in for coffee there are a few 
members who never miss this occasion and I always find one or two to have 
a coffee with. 
 

Lately I have found some of the rides very tiring and getting a little beyond my 
capabilities. Many of the Loiterers have purchased electric bikes ,so I have 
taken the plunge and bought myself one. What a difference! All rides start in 
Uxbridge so I always have to slog up through Chalfont Heights with the  
steepness exacerbated by several large speed humps. Now I sail up through 
the Heights with little effort and at the end of a long day the little motor is a 
boon. I shall continue to ride my normal road bike whenever I can, but I hope 
I can now look forward to still be cycling in my nineties! 
 

           Terry Grey 

  

 

ALL SAINTS MUSIC FESTIVAL 
 

Saturday 5th May 
 

Chiltern Youth Chamber Orchestra 
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   CHALFONTS & GERRARDS CROSS 
   PROBUS CLUB 

 

The Probus Club is for retired men of all occupations and meets at Colston 
Hall, Gerrards Cross Memorial Centre, East Common SL9 7AD, usually on 
the first and third Wednesdays of the month at 10.00am for 10.30am, 
finishing at 12.00 noon. Enquiries to Stanley on 01494 873515. 
 

Wednesday 4th April   Nick Brazil will be talking about A Journey 
through Peru. He will cover not only Machu Picchu, but also lesser known 
sites such as the Sacred Valley and the fascinating and enigmatic Nasca 
Lines. 
 

Wednesday 18th April   While researching the 1901 murder of her great 
grandmother, D J Kelly discovered her great grandfather’s connection to the 
Harland & Wolff’s iconic but ill-fated ship Titanic. In her talk, A Wistful Eye, 
she explores the harsh conditions of these times, both in the shipyards and 
in the working class districts, and describes the social unrest and the effects 
it had on ordinary people who achieved extraordinary feats. 
 

 

 

The Chalfont St Peter Garden Club 
Website:  www.gardenclub.org.uk 

 
 

Meetings are held in the Church Hall, Church Lane, Chalfont St Peter at 8.00pm.  
Free to club members. Non-members welcome (£1 contribution).  

Refreshments available plus a raffle. 
 

SPEAKER DETAILS FOR 2018 
Wed18th April:  CLUB SPRING SHOW 
Wed 16th May:  Terry Cann “The reflections of three great gardeners” 
Wed 20th June:  Iain Pentney “Mediterranean Plants – Why buy from abroad?” 
Wed 18th July:  Michael Hodges “Metal Detecting in the Countryside” 
Sat 18th August:  ANNUAL SHOW 
Wed 19th September: Tom Way “Wildlife from around the World” 
Wed 17th October:  Kay Wathen “Candle making talk  
and demonstration” (candles for sale) 
Wed 21st November:  Marie Jackson “The growing and  
care of poinsettias” 
Wed 12th December:  Christmas Social – details 
to be confirmed 

http://www.gardenclub.org.uk/


30 

Prayer Group  
This is usually held on the first Tuesday of  
the month between 10.00am and 11.00am  
in the Lady Chapel of the Parish Church.  

All are welcome to pray for the parish,  
fellowship, our mission and our community.  

Personal requests for prayers also welcome.  
For further information please speak to  

Liz Lewis on 07903 868107 or the  
Parish Office. 

PARISH REGISTERS 
 

FUNERALS 
We commend to God’s keeping those whose funerals were held 

 

    9th March 2018   Justin James Remick 
  13th March 2018   Suzanne Thomson 
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CHURCHWARDENS 
 

Bob Older                        bob@csp.church   01753 885131 
Clair McCoy                        clair@csp.church  01753 887920 

 

DEPUTY WARDENS 
Gerry Hanham         01494 874940 
Tim Mears         01494 876413 
John Harwood         01753 886791 
Nicola Barraclough        01753 883949 
Jessica Redman        01895 831729 
Ann Moutrie         01494 873790 

 

USEFUL CONTACTS 
 

PCC Secretary   Richard Betts 
PCC Treasurer   Tom Patrick                       tom@csp.church 
Parish Church & St Paul’s Treasurer   John Harwood         01753 886791 
All Saints’ Treasurer   Simon James                  01753 885620 
 

Parish Magazine Editor   Janet Mears                             Gunnerjanet@aol.com  01494 876413 
Advertising and distribution   Sandra Clark         01753 880067 
Parish Church   John Harwood           01753 886791 
All Saints   Hilda Coles             01753 883408 
 

Organist—Parish Church    Mary Ledingham                 01753 884628 
Organist—All Saints   Richard King                  01442 871824 
 

Parish Church Choir Mistress   Linda Saunders    01753 883159 
 

Stewardship Administrator   Clair McCoy          clair@csp.church 01753 887920 
 

Hall Letting 
— Parish Church:  Parish Office 9.30am – 12.30pm Monday to Friday  01753 880067 
— All Saints:  Parish Office 9.30am – 12.30pm Monday to Friday  01753 880067 
 

Foundation                                           children@csp.church  01753 206172 
 

Martha Guild   Sue Stock          01753 882408 
 

Ladies' Group   Eileen Turnham         01753 380851 
 
 

Flowers 
— Parish Church:   Lil Ryder            01753 883738 
— All Saints:   Elizabeth Thompson         01753 888174 
— St. Paul's:   Ann Middleton       01494 874287 
 

Tower Captain/Assistant Steeple Keeper   Steve Ridlington-White  01753 482470 
Tower Secretary/Treasurer    Valerie Robbins     01753 885752 
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Vicar  
The Rev John Goodman 
01753 882389 
john.goodman@csp.church 
 

Associate Priests 
The Rev Wendy Graham, 
01753 885066 
wendy.graham@csp.church 
 
The Rev Jim King 
Currently on secondment in the USA 
 

Children & Families’  
Minister 
Luke Maxted 
01753 206172 
luke.maxted@csp.church 
 

Parish Verger 
Gerry Hanham 
01494 874940 
 

Parish Clerk 
Sheila King 
01753 887386  
 

Parish Office 
Katherine Melling and Samantha Carter 
Church Lane, SL9 9RJ 
01753 880067 
office@csp.church 
www.csp.church 
 

Mission Operations  
Manager 
Sandra Clark 
Church Office 
01753 880067 
sandra@csp.church 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES  
 

St Peter’s Parish Church 
 

Sunday 

Contemporary Service   9.30am 
    Ignite (5-11yrs) 
Coffee for all in the Church 10.30am 
Sung Eucharist 11.00am
    

1st Sunday 
Contemporary Family Service   9.30am 
 

2nd Sunday 
Tea and Hymns (in the Church Hall)               3.00pm 
 

Wednesday 
Holy Communion  10.00am 

 

All Saints' Church, Oval Way 
  

Sunday 
Holy Communion    8.00am 
 

3rd Sunday 
Sung Eucharist   6.30pm 

 

St Paul's Church, Horn Hill  
 

1st, 2nd, 3rd and 5th Sundays  
Evensong   4.00pm 
 

4th Sunday 
Holy Communion with hymns           4.00pm 
 
 
 

Please check centre page calendar for further 
details or visit  www.csp.church 

 
 

Marriages, Blessings and Baptisms by arrangement 
with The Reverend John Goodman 






